
      ASTON ACADEMY 
LITERACY AND NUMERACY CATCH-UP PREMIUM 2016-2017 

Literacy and numeracy catch-up premium – key information 

The Department for Education (DfE) continues to provide additional funding for students in 
Year 7 who have achieved below age-related expectation at the end of KS2.  The funding 
focuses on students who have failed to meet the national standards in literacy and numeracy.   

Last academic year saw significant changes to how students were assessed at the end of 
KS2, with outcomes measured against national ‘scaled score’ standards rather than 
National Curriculum Levels.  Students attract funding where they have not achieved the 
national standards (NS) or are below standard (BS) in Reading/GPVS and/or Mathematics. 

The purpose of the additional funding is to provide opportunities for students to catch up 
with their peers as quickly as possible in relation to their literacy and numeracy skills.  In the 
2015-2016 academic year, £500 was allocated for each Year 7 student who did not achieve 
at least level 4 in Reading and/or Mathematics.  This academic year, the same level of 
funding will be allocated, based on the number of students who did not achieve level 4 or 
above last year, with a percentage amendment linked to any change to the number of 
students on roll in the new Year 7 cohort 2016-17. 

Funding allocation 2015-2016 

Aston Academy received £22,000 in additional funding in the 2015-2016 academic year, with 
44 students recognized as not achieving age related expectations in literacy and/or 
numeracy at the end of KS2.  In the 2016-2017 academic year, Aston Academy will be  
awarded £26,500 (subject to confirmation) with 38 students recognized as not achieving the 
national standard in Reading/GPVS and 24 students not achieving the national standard in 
Mathematics. 

Eligible students 

Total number of students eligible for catch-
up premium funding  

2014-2015 – 35 

2015-2016 – 44 

Amount of catch-up premium allocated  £500.00 per student 

Total number of students eligible for catch-
up premium funding 

2016-2017 – 53 

Amount of catch-up premium allocated £26,500 (subject to confirmation) 

 

 

 

 



Use of funding – 2014-2016 

The catch-up premium for the 2014-2015 and 2015-2016 academic years was allocated in the 
following ways:  

 Enhanced literacy and numeracy support within Inspiration/Progression Pathway and 
curriculum. The majority of students who achieve below L4 in Reading and/or Maths 
are placed in this pathway. Their Curriculum is structured differently to that of 
students in other pathways as they access a higher level of literacy and numeracy 
tuition throughout the week. The current Inspiration/Progression curriculum enables 
students to access 8 hours of English tuition and 4 hours of Maths tuition each week.  

 The assignment of additional adults (Learning Support Assistants and Inclusion 
Support) to all classes of students in the Inspiration/Progression pathway.  

 Reduced class sizes within the inspiration/progression pathway which includes the 
students from the literacy and numeracy catch-up premium group. Class sizes remain 
below 18-20 students. Students with lower levels of literacy and numeracy also receive 
booster support through the progression pathway with group sizes of fewer than 10.  

 Reading schemes including Toe-by-Toe, Rapid Readers and the Post-16 Reading 
Coach Scheme. All students eligible for the literacy and numeracy catch-up premium 
access the schemes at different stages during Years 7 and 8, dependent upon their 
reading progress and the level of support they require to make further progress.  

 The library has been re-stocked with reading material suitable for all students at 
different stages of reading development.  

 At the Year 6 Open Evening, literacy support materials were provided to students and 
the importance of literacy discussed with parents/carers with practical strategies 
given in relation to how they can help and support their child/ren.  

 An emphasis on literacy and numeracy development across the academy. Students 
access assemblies where literacy and numeracy skills are the theme and reading is 
encouraged during tutor time with our independent reading focus.  National events 
such as World Book Day are celebrated across the academy.   

Student Progress 2014-2016 

2014-2015 

Identified students have made good progress in their learning during the course of 
Year 7. The curriculum structure, additional support and personalised assessment, as 
well as the monitoring and tracking of progress are enabling students to improve their 
literacy and numeracy skills with integrated learning initiatives and strategies. 86% of 
identified students have made expected progress or greater than expected progress 
in literacy during Year 7, whilst 100% of identified students have made expected 
progress or greater in numeracy.  

2015-2016 

Identified, tracked students made excellent progress during the 2015-2016 academic 
year. 

Of the 22 students identified in literacy as falling below age-related expectations at the 
end of KS2, all made significant progress in Year 7.  16 students made significant 
progress 1 or more bands above their literacy entry level, whilst 2 students made 2 



bands of progress.  We are continuing to work with the 6 students who, although 
making progress, still have further progress to make to reach current age-related 
expectations. 

Of the 22 students identified in numeracy as falling below age-related expectations at 
the end of KS2, all made significant progress in Year 7.  14 students made at least 1 or 
more band of progress above their numeracy entry level.  We are continuing to work 
with 8 students who, although making progress, still have further progress to make to 
reach current age-related expectations.  

Students are tested at the start of Year 7 in English and Maths.  Their English testing 
consists of a NGRT reading assessment, spelling assessment and DASH test - 
handwriting speed.  Students are allocated additional support either via Inclusion 
facilities and/or with TA support in key subject areas. 

For the 2016-2017 academic year, we will be modifying this testing system, with all 
students below national standard in literacy and/or numeracy tested not only at the 
start of the Year 7, but also after an intensive booster period in Term 2.  Students will 
also be tested at the end of the academic year, not only in key subject areas, but also 
linked to specific reading, writing and numeracy skills focused upon during the 
booster period. 

Use of funding – 2016-2017 

This academic year, we will build upon the success of our previous literacy and 
numeracy initiatives across subject areas.  We will also be trialing and evaluating the 
success of a new literacy and numeracy initiative that will focus on intensive boosting 
during Term 2.  We anticipate that this initiative should lead to further improvements in 
student progress.   Students’ literacy and numeracy skills will be retested at the start 
of the booster period in January 2017 and at the end in April 2017 in order to evaluate 
the initiative’s effectiveness.  

 

 

 

 


